DECEMBER   13-DECEMBER    17,    1917
and heads of Air Service. F. E. Smith in chair. A very' short',
very ordinary dinner, and plenty of wine. I think Lord Halsbury
made the greatest impression (aged 96-7)* by his forceful way of
saying that a man who made a bargain and didn't keep it was
" a dirty scoundrel". Tim Healy and Garvin both quoted a
good deal from all sorts of things. LI. G. spoke for over an
hour, too long, and said all sorts of platitudes for public con-
sumption. His ' set' effects were failures. But he had some
great similes. Winston Churchill, after the principal speech,
made an amiable tour of the tables. He wore all his military
medals dangling on the lapel of his dress coat. (I suppose this
is all right, but I had never seen it before except on the dress
coat of the hall porter of this club.)
Yacht Club, London, Sunday, December i6th.
I worked most of yesterday at " The Pretty Lady " and got to
the end of another chapter. Saw Chalmers Mitchell, H. G.
Wells, and Massingham at the Reform. Dined at fiat with M.
and Richard 2 (who came home yesterday) and then to Barrie's
" Dear Brutus ", where we had seats in the back row of the
dress circle. A great success and deserved. For a fanciful play
the idea is Ai and it is worked out with much invention. As
soon as I saw the scheme of the play I feared for the last Act.
However the last Act was very good. I enjoyed the play nearly
throughout.
On coming away, vast jostling crowds in the streets, and the
feel of a tremendous city in the dark.
Yacht Club, London, Monday, December ijth.
To Stage Society performance where, owing to a misapprehension,
we arrived an hour late.
Part of a ballet we partly saw from the upper circle and it
seemed very English and stiff and voulu and poor; but the old
music was fine. Then I got the Committee to take us into their
box, and we saw Granvflle Barker's play " Vote by Ballot",
It contained any amount of witty and true dialogue, but it was
not what I call a play. Theatre packed. All the usual crowd.
Wives and mistresses of the same men all mixed up and friendly
together.
1 Lord Halsbury was actually 92.
* Richard Bennett, Arnold Bennett's nephew, -was at this time at Dandle.
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